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Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg 
City Hall 
New York, NY 10007 

Re: Intersection of Flatbush & Fourth Avenues 

 

Mr. Mayor 

I am writing today to ask the city to make improvements to the intersection of Flatbush & Fourth Avenues 
in Brooklyn. 

I live in Brooklyn, and this intersection has always been dangerous for pedestrians.  I must congratulate 
the city for improving the intersection in the past few years, but improvements still need to be made. 

Crossing Flatbush Avenue on the west side of the street is scary.  The light rotation gives pedestrians an 
eight-second lead to get into the street, but this only helps pedestrians walking from the Williamsburgh 
Savings Bank side to the Radio Shack side.  If you are walking the other way, you cannot make it to the 
other side without encountering vehicles.  And these cars are moving fast, Mr. Mayor.   

What makes the situation even worse is that during rush hour, traffic agents wave cars through the 
delayed green.  Now pedestrians from both sides of the street have to fight to get across Flatbush. 

Another danger point is right outside the LIRR entrance.  Many cars coming up 4th Avenue continue 
straight onto Ashland Place, but there is no light here for pedestrians.  Again, cars are moving too fast 
here, and pedestrians have to be ready to dodge in and out of traffic to avoid getting hit.  It is very bad. 

Recently, the Fort Greene Association submitted a detailed recommendation on how to change the light 
and crosswalk pattern at Flatbush & Fourth Avenues.  I understand the plan submitted would have greatly 
improved pedestrian safety at this intersection, and would have required minimal changes to the light 
rotation. 

I implore you, Mr. Mayor, to take get the DOT to take another look at this intersection and to ask traffic 
agents to stop waving cars through the red.  The community desperately needs safer crosswalks.  We 
don’t need months of studies and millions in capital investments – we need a solution now. 

 

Sincerely, 
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Name 


