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Four on the Floor 

Candidates for Brooklyn Borough President at the FGA 
sponsored debate.  From L to R Marty Markowitz,  

Gloria Mattera, Theodore Alatsas and Gary Popkin. 

The FGA sponsored debate between all 
four candidates for Brooklyn Borough 
President was really something. And pull-
ing it off was a lesson in what a huge un-
dertaking it can be to get all the candi-
dates on a stage at the same time. 
In many ways the debate was a great 
success. In other ways, admittedly, it 
could have been more satisfying. 
The best thing was that 275 voters got to 
hear directly from all four candidates in a 
setting that allowed contrasting ideas to 
come through. It was also satisfying to 
provide a forum where less well-known 
candidates challenged an incumbent on 
the issues. Plus, reaching out to more 
people of Fort Greene is key for the FGA, 
so seeing so many new faces in the audi-
ence was wonderful. 
It could have been exciting to have the 
audience engage the candidates directly 
or simply to have had more time for all 
your questions. But insisting on any one 
of these ideas-or a host of other possibili-
ties-would have meant fewer candidates 
participating; a debate without the incum-
bent present is not much of a debate.   
The FGA is not in the business of hosting 
debates for every election on the ballot. 
But on occasion, and when there is inter-
est, we will work to make it happen. 
Phillip Kellogg 
FGA Chair 
A SPECIAL THANK YOU to the Moderator of the 
Debate, Brad Lander of The Pratt Institute Center for 
Community and Environmental Development  
(PICCED) for a great job. 

FGA Secures HD 
Extension Funding 
The FGA has been awarded a $4,000 
grant to aid us in our efforts to extend the 
Fort Greene Historic District. The project 
is funded by Preserve New York, a grant 
program of the Preservation League of 
New York State and the New York State 
Council on the Arts.  Sixteen grants in 12 
counties totaling $76,000 were made by 
the Preserve New York Grant Program in 
2005. The Preserve New York Grant Pro-
gram supports outstanding local preser-
vation projects throughout the state. 
Since 1993, Preserve New York has 
awarded more than $1 million in direct 
support to 176 projects.  
The FGA thanks all who provided letters 
of support to us in our efforts.  We are 
now in the process of identifying each 
building in the proposed historic district 
extension.  Your volunteer help is needed. 

South Oxford Park 
Digs In 
By Howard Pitsch 
Work is underway for a new one and a 
half acre South Oxford Park, bounded by 
Cumberland and South Oxford Streets 
and Atlantic Commons in Fort Greene.  
This was the site of the former Queen 
Anne style South Oxford Tennis Club that 
became derelict and then twice set on fire 
suspiciously.  Two tennis courts, a chil-
dren’s jungle gym, a small elevated stage 
and a planted sitting area will be included.  
Initial hopes were to have a community 
center constructed, but dollars are too 
scant for that at this stage, and could only 
be achieved via a major new funding ef-
fort as a second phase. 
Leaders in a long campaign for the crea-
tion of South Oxford Park (sometimes 
nicknamed Sox Park) are chair Andrew 
Marshall and co-chair Todd Nau, who 
have worked closely with Brooklyn Parks 
Commissioner Julius Spiegel.  While the 
late city councilmember Mary Pinkett had 
earlier secured some funding for the park, 
the sum was dissipated by city spending 
on other projects.  The late councilmem-
ber James E. Davis ultimately secured 
one million dollars to get the park moving 
and both Borough President Marty 
Markowitz and councilmember Letitia 
James have allocated additional funds 
from their budgets. 
The Fort Greene Association was also 
instrumental in obtaining a modest grant 
from the Mellon Foundation to be used for 
outreach and promotion of activities for 
youth.  Completion of the park is ex-
pected by early summer 2006. 

South Portland Exit 
Opens! 
In early September, the South Portland 
exit of the G-train finally opened, a month 
behind schedule.  The opening is the re-
sult of the hundreds of letters sent to the 
MTA by the citizens of Fort Greene.   
Congratulate yourselves! 
The FGA encourages neighbors to try a 
new way of coming home from Manhat-
tan.  Rather than wait for the C-train in 
Manhattan, try taking the A-train to Hoyt 
Schermerhorn, and taking either the C-
train or the G-train, whichever comes first.  
This may shave a few minutes off your 
commute.  The new exit will also make 
getting from Smith Street much easier, as 
the Bergen Street station is only two stops 
from our local Fulton Street station. 
A few other neighborhood traffic and tran-
sit concerns have been resolved in the 
past month.  The traffic lights at DeKalb 
and Cumberland have been retimed to 
make pedestrian crossing from the park 
safer, and there are new one-way signs at 
the corner of Hanson and South Portland.  
You may have also noticed that parking 
meters are going up in the neighborhood.  
Remember to keep a few quarters in your 

car and be sure to obey the ASP street 
cleaning signs as street cleaning is still in 
effect regardless of the meters. 
To see what other traffic issues are being 
pursued and to add your own, please visit 
www.historicfortgreene.org/traffic.html

FGA Goes Back to 
School 
School may have been in recess but over 
the summer the FGA Schools and Youth 
Organizations Committee has been hit-
ting the books and establishing a long 
needed connection with the adoption of 
P.S. 20.  Ironically named “The Clinton 
Hill School” this brainery is firmly rooted in 
the heart of Fort Greene.  The FGA 
Committee is comprised of an alliance of 
parents, business owners and community 
activists reflecting the diversity and spirit 
of the community. With the resources of 
the FGA and other community members 
the Committee aims to contribute to P.S. 
20’s current successes by disseminating 
its achievements and partnering in devel-
oping new and existing initiatives.  By 
channeling volunteer energy and re-
sources, the FGA hopes to help P.S. 20 
as it offers a first-class education while 
being reflective of our neighborhood.  
To realize these goals the Committee has 
developed the following objectives:  
Publicize P.S. 20 and secure local, city-
wide and/or national press coverage for 
showcases, events and initiatives that 
P.S. 20 holds. 
Lobby for P.S. 20 to receive capital im-
provement funding and arts programming 
funding to provide for the schools needs.  
Assist P.S. 20 in fundraising initiatives, 
including the P.S. 20 Flea Market, the 
Annual Fair, community drives and other 
wish list campaigns  
Volunteer in P.S. 20 health fairs, career 
fairs, as well as, collaborate with the 
school to create unique neighborhood 
partnerships that demonstrate the 
breadth and diversity of talent and knowl-
edge in the neighborhood.  
Create a P.S. 20 Website to include pro-
fessional bios of administration and 
teachers, accomplishments, goals and 
upcoming events, and milestones and 
create a portal for those interested in vol-
unteering/donating time, and tutoring.  

While the checklist seems long, things are 
off to a good start with the $5,000 ear-
marked by Councilperson Letitia “Tish” 
James for the FGA, which has designated 
the funds for the sole purpose of assisting 
P.S. 20.  The FGA Schools and Youth 
Organizations Committee would like to 
thank Tish James and all of the volun-
teers for their collective input especially 
Raqiba Bourne and Ada Williams for 
cracking open the books over the sum-
mer to make this partnership a reality. 
If you would like to volunteer in this new 
partnership email the FGA at 
theFGA@HistoricFortGreene.org and get 
back to school. 

http://www.historicfortgreene.org/traffic.html
mailto:theFGA@HistoricFortGreene.org


Introducing 
The Greene-tini 
By James Waller 
Three thoughts 
came immediately 
to mind when this 
newsletter’s editors 
asked me to create a 
cocktail celebrating Fort 
Greene. The first was that 
such a cocktail would have to 
be as elegant—as suave, 
really—as the buildings that 
grace our streets. Second, 
it should incorporate a 
diversity of flavors in a 
harmonious way, to 
mirror our own 
harmonious diversity. Third, it should 
meld the old and the new, just as our 
nineteenth-century neighborhood has 
always welcomed new residents, new 
cultural perspectives, and new ways of 
living. (Oh, and there was a fourth 
thought: that, yes, it should probably be 
green. Sometimes the obvious choice is 
also the appropriate one.) 
Here’s the rationale behind the recipe. I 
definitely wanted to do something that 
would be served “straight up,” ice cold, in 
a stemmed cocktail glass. (There really is 
no more elegant way to serve a mixed 
drink.) For flavor and color, I decided that 
the recipe should include two liqueurs that 
are both herbal (and both green) but 
whose tastes are wildly different: green 
Chartreuse and green crème de menthe. 
(I hoped that they might complement one 
another rather than conflict.) And to 
achieve that desired mix of the old 

fashioned and the newfangled, I decided 
that the drink should be based on a 

traditional Martini, but with the 
contemporary twists that it 
would be made with vodka 

rather than gin (as most Martinis 
are, nowadays) and be 

garnished with a sprig of fresh mint. 
(Fresh-herb garnishes are big news in 

cocktail circles.)  
The cocktail mavens among the newslet-
ter’s readers will let me know whether I’ve 
succeeded in my multipart agenda. 
Here’s the recipe, which should fill a six-
ounce cocktail glass to the rim: 

The Greene-tini 
2½ ounces vodka 
½ ounce dry vermouth 
½ teaspoon green chartreuse 
½ teaspoon green crème de menthe 
Sprig of fresh mint, for garnish 
Chill a cocktail glass. Fill a cocktail shaker 
three-quarters full with ice cubes, and add 
the liquid ingredients. Shake vigorously, 
and strain into the chilled glass. Garnish 
with the mint sprig. 
James Waller is the author of Drinkology: The Art 
and Science of the Cocktail, and the brand-new 
Drinkology WINE: A Guide to the Grape, which will 
appear in bookstores in October. On the evening of 
Saturday, December 3, he will host a wine-tasting 
and book-signing at the Greene Grape wine shop. 

Fall Frolic 
The Fort Greene Parks Conservancy, 
which began as a committee of the FGA, 
is sponsoring two fantastic fall events in 
Fort Greene Park this October. Get your 
hands dirty with It’s My Park Day on 
Saturday October 15th from 10 am to 2 
pm.  Join your neighbors in the park for 
this citywide volunteer day.  Activities in-
clude raking leaves, weeding flowerbeds, 
spreading mulch, and planting bulbs.  Get 
your hands dirty and then warm them up 
with a hot cider from the Farmer’s Market.   
For a ghoulishly good time bring the en-
tire family to the Sixth Annual Hallow-
een Festival, Saturday October 29th, 
12 noon to 3 pm.  Last year over one 
thousand happy children and adults par-
ticipated in the event.  This years activi-
ties include hay rides, games, prizes, 
pumpkin decorating, and face painting 
which are all free to the public.  Bring 
yourself and your child this year in full 
costume for the Halloween Parade. 
 

Congratulations dorris! 
We are pleased to announce that our board 

member, dorris gaines golomb, has been chosen 
by the Historic Districts Council as a member of its 

Board of Advisers.  The Board participates, in a 
non-voting capacity, in the ongoing work of the 
HDC, the advocate for New York City's Historic 

Neighborhoods.  dorris has been active in 
landmark and preservation matters for the past 

decade and chairs the FGA Landmarks 
Committee. We wish her well in her new role.

On the October 17 Agenda:  

IDENTITY THEFT 
What to do if you are a victim of 

identity theft?   
A presentation from the  

NYS Banking Commission 

PLUS 

MEET THE 88TH PRECINCT 

H I S T O R I C 
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NEXT FGA MEETING October 17th, 2005 
7:30PM- Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church, 85 South Oxford Street, Fort Greene, Brooklyn 

GOINGS ON 
M E E T I N G S  
Fort Greene Association - Meets Mondays at 7:30 pm, Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church, 85 South Oxford Street, Fort Greene.  
  October 17, November 21, February 27, March 20, April 17, May 22.  Participate in our OPEN FORUM. 
Community Board 2 - Meets 2nd Wednesday of the month, 6 pm. Call CB2 office, 718.596.5410, for location. Attend.  
88th Precinct - 3rd Tuesday of each month, 7:30. Call 718.636.6511 ext 526x for location.  
Brooklyn Artists Breakfast - 3rd Wednesday of the month, 9am, BODEGAS restaurant, 868 Fulton Street at Clinton Ave  
  (open for breakfast at 8am).  Questions:  718.624.5719. 

N E W S C E N E S  
BLIMPIE'S - corner South  Elliott & Lafayette.  Check it out. 
OLEA - corner Adelphi & Lafayette.  Mediterranean menu.  718.643.7003.  7 days.  Lunch M-F 11:30-4; Sat-Sun 10:30-4;  
  Dinner 5-11 – Fri & Sat til 12.  This attractive restaurant is owned by 3 partners, 2 of whom own "Pequeno" and "Maggie Brown" plus  
  Dan DeMarti, manager of Olea.  Stop in, say hello, wish them luck as we do. 

N E W  B A B I E S  
August 25, 2005 - Jackson Frederick Burton The feisty little boy weighed in at 7 lbs 15 ounces and measured 19 1/2 inches long;  
  to Paul and Michelle.  Congratulations. 
September 13, 2005 - And speaking of a lot on your plate.  Oscar was born at 7 pounds to Chelsea Altman and her husband Sam Barron, 
  owners of the Olea restaurant.  Best wishes.  
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When you want to talk real estate:
buying, selling or getting an estimate for
your property, call Ann or look for her in
the beautiful new Brown Harris Stevens
office at 129 Montague St. in Brooklyn
Heights!
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e-mail: 
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Ann
Macdonald
had 23 years in a successful clinical
social work career before she joined
the fast-paced world of real estate.
Ann believes that this former career
prepared her in a unique way to help
her customers buy and sell their
properties. Knowing how difficult
the process can be (and often very
emotional !), she guides her customers
with empathy, leadership, patience
and always good humor.

When Ann is not in the field listing
and selling, she loves exotic travel,
reading,“indie films”at BAM, gardening,
yoga, and spending time in her Fort
Greene brownstone. An active member
of the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian
Church, she is the church’s coordinator
for the men’s homeless shelter. Ann
and her family also enjoy time away at
their homes in Vermont and Vieques.
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